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Here's  another  Tuesday,  the  day  to  answer  questions 
coming  in  during  the  week.    This  week  as  in  other  recent  weeks  a  great 
many  letters  have, "been  coming  in  from  homemakers  asking  about  fuel  for 
heating  the  house  this  winter.    These  homemakers  have  "been  hearing  that 
difficulties  about  the  wartime  fuel  supply  are  already  serious  and  may 
become  more  serious.    Most  of  them  understand  that  the  country  has  plenty 
of  different  kinds  of  fuel  but  that  transportation  is  the  bottleneck. 
So  they  are  asking  whether  their  families  will  be  able  to  get  enough  coal 
or  oil  to  keep  warm,  and  whether  they  should  convert  oil  heaters  to 
coal  or  wood. 

Fuel  experts  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  say  the  answers 
to  these  questions  depend  on  transportation,  and  on  whether  there  will  be 
enough  pipelines,  barges,  railroads  and  so  on  to  bring  in  fuel.  The 
situation  is  complicated,  but  here  are  some  facts  to  help  you  understand  it. 

First,  a  brief  picture  of  the  situation  as  far  as  fuel  oil  is 
concerned.  There  is  plenty  of  oil  at  the  source,  and  stocks  of  fuel  oil 
in  the  East  and  South  have  been  replenished  this  summer  to  meet  the  needs 
for  house  heating  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter.    But  whether  enough 
oil  can  be  shipped  in  all  during  the  fall  and  winter  to  meet  house-heating 
needs  is  a  question.    Many  oil  tankers  have  been  put  on  war  jobs:  others 


have  been  sunk  along  the  coast.    Heavy  war  shipments  have  first  call  on 


railroads  which  otherwise  might  he  hauling  oil.     Some  office  "buildings, 
factories  and  other  commercial  establishments  have  equipment  for  hand-firing 
of  coal  so  that  they  can  got  along  without  pili     Others  have  extra  "boilers 
which  can  be  used  for  coal,  so  can  cut  down  on  part  of  the  oil  they  have  been 
using.    Many  office  buildings,  factories  and  private  homes  using  oil  can 
either  change  over  to  coal  or  wood  heating,  or  even  have  a  little  cooler  tem- 
peratures in  their  rooms  all  winter  without  discomfort.     (Health  authorities 
have  been  saying  for  years  that  many  people  would  feel  better  and  be  in  better 
health  if  heroes  .and  offices  were  not  kept  so  hot  in  winter) • 

3o  much  for  the  o:U   situation,    Now  about  coal.     In  1941  the  United 
Stated  a 3  a  whole  used  1305  million  tons  of  bituminous  or  "soft 51  coal.  This 
year  the  predictions  are  that  the  country  will  use  as  much  as  570  million 

tens  or  at  least  10  per  cent  more.    Anthracite  or  "hard'1  real  will  probably 

jump  this  year  from  55  to  60  million  tons.    This  increase  in  the  use  of 
coal  is  general  throughout  the  country  and  due  to  the  greatly  enlarged 
needs  for  war  industries  as  well  as  to  all  the  heating  plants  that  have 
been  converted  from  oil  and  ether  fuels  to  coal.     One  of  the  other  fuels 
that  will  be  cut  for  home  heating  is  coke,  because  coke  is  needed  so  much 
by  steel  and  other  metal  industries. 

The  peak  demand  for  coal  comes  in  the  fall  and  winter.     So  a 
serious  situation  may  arise  at  this  time  due  to  the  rapidly  mounting  demands 
on  railroads  for  the  transportation  of  -.Tar  materials.     Ordinarily,  ; people 
buy  coal  when  they  need  it.     So  retail  coal  yards  don't  stock  up  on  with 
heavy  supplies.     But  this  year  the  railroads  are  under  great  strain  with 
shipment  of  troops,  war  supplies  and  other  cargoes,  including  those  that 
used  to  go  mainly  by  watcr0     Ordinarily  trucks  carry  about  35  to  40  million 
tons  of  coal  a  year,  bat  this  year,  with  shortage  of  tires,  the  railroads 
will  probably  have  to  take  over  more  of  the  coal  shipping  from  the  trucks. 
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Eail.roads   report  that  they  heed  600  new  locomotives  and  equipment  to  take  care 
of  the  oil  tankers  used  to  haul  •fco  the  Eastern  Seaboard.    And  they  need  150 
more  to  haul  the  coal  that  has  always  "before  gone  "by  water  to  the  Eastern  Sea- 
hoard.     So  if  you  live  in  this  part  of  the  United  States,  you  can  expect  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  enough  coal  if  you  wait  until  fall  arrives  to  order  your  coal. 
You  can  expect  the  same  difficulty  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  that  depends 
mostly  on  delivery  of  fuels  by  railraod,  truck  or  water,  if  you  wait  until  the 
last  minute  to  order  your  fuel. 

What  about  wood?    Well,  Forest  Service  experts  say  if  you  live  on  a  farm, 
you  can't  go  wrong  by  building  up  a  woodpile  large  enough  to  meet  farm-heating 
needs.     What's  more,   they  say  that  every  farm  family  who  owns  any  woodland 
should  start  at  once  getting  an  ample  supply  of  fuel  wood  ready  for  winter,  and 
should  plan  on  this  job  as  a  regular  part  of  the  farm  program  for  the  duration 
of  the  war.    Every  farmer- who  has  a  wood  lot  should  also  try  to  build  up  extra 
wood  piles  for  sale  to  neighbors  or  people  nearby  who  are  not  fortunate  enough 
to  have  farm  woods  of  their  own.    She  United  States  has  185  million  acres  of 

farm  woodlands.     These  acres  contain  millions  of  cords  of  poor  quality  trees 
which  could  be  cut  and  improve  the  rest  of  the  timber.    3y  using  home-produced 
fuel  wood  and  relieving  the  burden  of  transportation  of  other  fuels,  you'll 
help  the  country  have  more  space  for  hauling  coal  and  iron  to  war  industries, 
and  shipping  guns,  tanks  and  ammunition  to  our  armed  forces. 

Early  this  summer  the  Office  of  Solid  Fuels  Coordination  urged  people  to 
store  coal  for  fall  and  winter  -  to  provide  themselves  with  fuel  while  they 
could  get  it.  If  you  haven't  been  on  the  job  of  getting  coal  or  wood  before 
this,  right  now  is  the  time  to  be  at  it.  And  if  you  have  a  woodMot  of  your 
own,  right  now  is  the  time  to  start  cutting  out  those  poor  trees  that  aren't 
much  good  standing,  but  can  be  of  great  help  when  winter  winds  blow  and  the 
thermometer  drops, 
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